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ABSTRACT

Area of Research:  Nuclear Energy
Objective: To explore the uses, advantages, and disadvantages of nuclear energy as an energy source in the United States and the world.
Background: Nuclear energy sometimes goes unnoticed because people feel that it really has no purpose. Nuclear energy accounts for 16 % of the world’s energy supply; also nuclear energy is manmade and is controlled by human operations.  Particularly, nuclear energy is energy released by reactions within the atomic nuclei. Nuclear energy is made in two different ways which is nuclear fission and fusion.
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Fission is when the nuclei of atoms are split causing the energy to be released while fusion occurs when the atoms are joined or fused. Furthermore, nuclear energy is a useful source of manmade energy. This energy has many advantages towards providing electricity and building bombs for the U.S. military. The major use of nuclear energy is for electricity. This is achieved through the nuclear power plants. 
Nuclear power plants convert the energy released from the nucleus of an atom (the sun) and then the cooling system removes the heat; the heat is transported to another part of the plant. The thermal energy is then harnessed for electricity use or any other useful activity. Many countries have adapted over the years to using nuclear energy like Japan, China and India. There have been reports that there are 439 nuclear power reactors in operation and 31 countries are using it. There wouldn’t be so many if it was found to be dangerous; it is now the new age of producing energy. The number of nuclear reactors is continuing to increase and countries are making purchases years ahead. The nuclear reactors will be very helpful in case of power outages.
Procedure: The roaring Largo Lions team is still trying to expand our knowledge and find sources on this matter to better understand it. We will do individual research on the many aspects of nuclear energy to reinforce what we know and also to expand our knowledge on nuclear energy. From this we will comprise an exceptional brochure, research paper, web page, and display board.  

Expected Results: We have come to a conclusion that nuclear energy is needed dearly not only in the U.S. but around the world. Our research will uncover the disadvantages and advantages of nuclear energy and will share this knowledge with other hungry minds willing to learn.

